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SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY
Policy and Procedure Manual

SUBJECT: Entry, Search and Seizure
NUMBER: 3:9

1. Purpose

This policy implements SDBOR Policy 3.4.4, as well as state and federal law, to ensure the rights
of students to be secure in their persons, living quarters, papers and possessions against
unreasonable entry, searches, and seizures.

2. Policy

a. This policy shall be applied in conformity with the University Emergency Management
Plan and SDBOR and University policies, including the applicable provisions of the
Student Code.

b. The entry into and/or search of University-owned student residences may be conducted
by civil law enforcement officers in the performance of statutory duties and in
accordance with legally defined procedures governing search and seizure.

c.  While reasonable efforts shall be made by the University to respect the privacy of a
student’s room and/or residence for students living in University

Entry, Search and Seizure Page 1 of 3



vi. When permission from a resident is given for an authorized University official to
escort another person to retrieve item(s) left behind in the room;

vii. When there is imminent danger to the safety, health, or property of the
occupant(s) or to University property;

viii.  When conduct or conditions in the residence immediately and seriously disrupt
the educational and/or communal atmosphere of the residence facility (e.g. an
unattended alarm clock or other noise is loud enough to be heard in the hallway
or other rooms); or

iX. When there is reasonable cause to believe that a student is using the room or
residence illegally or in violation of University policy and an administrative entry
and search permit has been issued. The entry/search permit does not authorize a
search by University officials that is conducted as part of a joint investigation
with law enforcement agencies or at the request or under the supervision of law
enforcement personnel. Entry, search, and seizure in those circumstances are
governed by warrant requirements generally applicable to law enforcement
agencies.

d. Search of a University-owned locker, carrel, or similar furnishing shall be permitted in
the following instances:

i. When routine inspection of such furnishings for safety, health, and general
upkeep purposes is necessary;

ii. When there is imminent danger to the safety, health, or property of the student
user or other individuals, or to University property;

iii. When the search is conducted by University officials with reasonable cause to
believe that a student is using such furnishings
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3. Procedures

a.
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