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South Dakota State University
New Undergraduate Minor: Public Relations

bring private and public policies into harmony. Public relations serves a wide variety of
institutions in society, such as businesses, trade unions, government agencies, voluntary
associations, foundations, hospitals, schools, colleges and religious institutions. To achieve
their goals, these institutions must develop effective relationships with many different
audiences or publics such as employees, members, customers, local communities, shareholders
and other institutions, and with society at large.'”

The minor in Public Relations will equip students with the fundamental skills — writing,
content production, public relations planning — that will help them become more attractive
job candidates in their chosen fields. Students who plan to pursue careers in public relations,
advertising, communications, marketing, political science, business, and a variety of other
fields will find that the public relations minor serves as a valuable complement to the courses
in their major. Students who wish to have a better understanding of the role public relations
plays in organizations and who wish to sharpen skills in writing, persuasion, strategic
planning, and public communication will also benefit from the minor.

4. How will the proposed minor benefit students?

Students majoring in advertising or journalism are often interested in public relations as a
second major; however, accreditation standards prevent students from double-majoring in
other Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications
(ACEJMC) accredited programs. Thus, this proposed minor would allow advertising and
journalism majors an opportunity to pursue study in public relations. This is important as
careers in the industry, especially in rural areas like South Dakota, demand a variety of
media, communication, and technical skills for successful employment. Furthermore, this
minor will be attractive to students pursuing degrees outside of the School of Communication
and Journalism. Health care, agriculture, banking, tourism, and manufacturing are among the
biggest industries in South Dakota. Public relations is a management function in corporations
within these industries. Students entering the workforce in these sectors will benefit from the
knowledge offered in the public relations minor?. The ability to write and prepare
information for the media, communicate effectively with the public, and maintain image and
identity, are valuable and highly sought after skills in the workforce®.

5. Describe the workforce demand for gradua
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