
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/5_Guidelines/5_5_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/2_Guidelines/2_11_Guideline.pdf
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employment sectors and fields. The U.S. Department of Labor Employment and Training 

Administration (DOLETA), for example, cites an annual growth rate of approximately 35 

percent for the geospatial technology industry, with reliable public sector revenue accounting 

for approximately one third of the industry's total annual receipts.1 Likewise, P&S Market 

Research estimates a compound annual growth rate of 10.1 percent from 2017 to 2023 for the 

https://www.doleta.gov/brg/indprof/geospatial_profile.cfm
https://www.psmarketresearch.com/press-release/global-geographic-information-system-market
https://www.psmarketresearch.com/press-release/global-geographic-information-system-market
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/architecture-and-engineering/cartographers-and-photogrammetrists.htm
https://www.southdakotaworks.org/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh
/imagine-2023-aspire-discover-achieve
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2. Are any other Regental universities authorized to offer a similar program at the 

proposed site(s) or through distance delivery? If “yes,” identify the institutions and 

programs and explain why authorization is requested.  

 

No.  SDSU is only Regental institution with a B.S. in Geographic Information Sciences
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requested, please attach the associated form. Explain the delivery of the new courses and 

attach any associated new course request forms. 



South Dakota State University 

New Site Request: B.S. in Geographic Information Sciences - Online 

Page 5 of 7 

 One declared minor outside of the major prefix OR a second major OR a teaching 

specialization. The minor may be a traditional minor within one department or it may be 

interdisciplinary involving more than one department. The minor can be in a different 

college. The minor must be declared no later than the student’s third semester of 

enrollment. 

 Capstone course in the major discipline 

 Upper division coursework Credits: 33 

System General Education and/or major coursework may satisfy some or all of the above 

requirements. Consult program advisor for details. 

 

Major Requirements 

 GEOG 131-131L - Physical Geography: Weather and Climate and Lab (COM) [SGR #6] 

Credits: 4 * 

 GEOG 132-132L - Physical Geography: Natural Landscapes and Lab (COM) [SGR #6] 

Credits: 4 * 

 GEOG 200 - Introduction to Human Geography (COM) [SGR #3] Credits: 3 * 

 GEOG 210 - World Regional Geography (COM) [SGR #3] Credits: 3 * 

 GEOG 372-372L - Introduction to GIS and Lab (COM) Credits: 3 * 

 GEOG 421- Research Methods in Geography Credits: 3 * 

 GEOG 447 - Geography of the Future (COM) Credits: 3 (Capstone) * 

or GEOG 454 - Sustainable Communities Credits: 3 (Capstone) * 

 GEOG 484-484L - Remote Sensing and Lab (COM) Credits: 3 * 

 Select one of the following options – GIS Analyst or GIS Developer. Credits: 15 

GIS Analyst Option 

 GEOG 473-473L - GIS: Data Creation and Integration and Lab (COM) Credits: 3 * 

 GEOG 474-474L - GIS: Vector and Raster Modeling and Lab Credits: 3 * 

 GEOG 475-475L - GIS Applications and Lab Credits: 3 * 

 Select six credits from the following list. 
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 GEOG 483-483L - Aerial Remote Sensing and Lab Credits: 3 

 GEOG 485-485L - Quantitative Remote Sensing and Lab Credits: 3 

 

Electives 

 Taken as needed to complete any additional degree requirements. 

For those seeking technical careers in GISc, these additional courses are suggested: 

 CEE 106-106L - Elementary Surveying and Lab Credits: 3, 1 

 CEE 434 - Hydrology Credits: 3 

 CSC 105 - Introduction to Computers (COM) Credits: 3 

 CSC 150 - Computer Science I (COM) Credits: 3 

 CSC 205 - Advanced Computer Applications (COM) Credits: 3 

 CSC 474 - Computer Networks Credits: 3 

 GE 121 - Engineering Design Graphics I Credits: 1 

 GEOG 384-384L - Advanced Cartography and Lab Credits: 3 

 GEOG 485-485L - Quantitative Remote Sensing and Lab Credits: 3 

 INFO 101 - Introduction to Informatics [SGR #6] Credits: 3 

 MATH 115 - Precalculus (COM) [SGR #5] Credits: 5 

 MATH 120 - Trigonometry (COM) [SGR #5] Credits: 3 

 

Total Required Credits: 120 

 

*Courses offered online by SDSU. 

 

Academic Requirements 

Students must earn at least a "C" in each course used to meet the major requirements. 
 

6. How will the university provide student services comparable to those available for 

students on the main campus? 

 

An academic advisor will be assigned to those distance students in the major. They will 

connect with the students using e-mail, phone, Skype, and numerous other technologies as they 

communicate. A student services facilitator is housed in Continuing and Distance Education 

and is available to assist students in connecting to necessary resources online and on campus. 

Finally, online tutoring support is available through Smarthinking (Pearson Education) and 

student services such as disability services accommodations will be available to students upon 

request. 

 

The South Dakota State University Hilton M. Briggs library has long served students engaged 

in coursework away from campus. This includes students enrolled online.  Library support 

services will be available to students through a variety of means: 

 Students can contact librarians 
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7. Is this program accredited by a specialized accrediting body? If so, address any program 

accreditation issues and costs related to offering the program at the new site(s). 

 

No. 

 

8. Does the university request any exceptions to Board policy for delivery at the new site(s)? 

Explain requests for exceptions to Board policy. 

 

No. 

 

9. Cost, Budget, and Resources related to new courses at the site: Explain the amount and 

source(s) of any one-time and continuing investments in personnel, professional 

development, release time, time redirected from other assignments, instructional 

technology & software, other operations and maintenance, facilities, etc., needed to 

implement the proposed minor. Complete Appendix B – Budget using the system form.   

 

The Department of Geography and Geospatial Sciences is not requesting additional faculty or 

equipment to support online delivery of the B.S. in Geographic Information Sciences. Tuition 

revenue generated from online tuition will adequately fund the program. Because nearly all 

courses are already online or will be in the near future, a budget is not provided. Growth that 

requires additional courses will be met by self-support tuition. 




