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Off ic e/Contact: Division of Rese ar c h and Economi c Deve l opme nt 
Sour c e: Ani ma l Welf ar e Act (Publi c Law 89 -544 and subs e que nt amendme nt s); USDA 
impl e me nt i ng regul a ti ons at 9 CFR Subc ha pte r A, Parts 1, 2, 3 and 4 (AWA); Publ i c Healt h Ser vi c e 
Pol ic y on Huma ne Car e and Use of Labor a tor y Ani ma l s (PHS Poli c y); Publi c at i on: Guide for the 
Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, (the Guide) 
Link: htt ps://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/animal-welfare- act ; 
ht t p://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/references/phspol.htm; 

  
Associa te d For ms : Ani ma l Use Propos al  

 

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY  
Policy and Procedure Manual 

 
 SUBJ ECT : Inst i t ut i ona l Ani ma l Car e and Us e  
 NUMBER: 8:6  
 
 

1. Pur pose 
 

For bot h huma ni ta ri a n and sci enti fi c reas ons, the Uni ve r si t y is commi t t e d to ensuri ng that 
ani ma l s invol ve d in resea r ch and teachi ng rece i ve huma ne car e and trea t me nt. This poli c y set s 
fort h the gui del ine s to foll ow rega r di ng insti t uti onal ani ma l care and use. 

 
2. 
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c. T he Uni ve r si t y recogni ze s the clas si fi ca ti on of ani ma l use in rese ar c h and teac hi ng int o 
thr ee cat e gori e s for the purpos e of spec if yi ng the standa r ds for ani ma l care and use 
wit hi n each cat e gor y. These thr e e cate gor i es and thei r cor re s pondi ng standar ds are as 
foll ows: 
 

i. B i ome di c a l Resea r ch and Teac hi ng: rese ar c h and teac hi ng  whos e goal is to 
gene r a te or communi c a te knowl e dge that will cont ri but e to impr ovi ng the 
healt h and well-be i ng of huma ns and/or animals. For biome di c al resear c h and 
teachi ng, the Uni ve r sit y endor s es the standa r ds for anima l car e and use 
cont ai ned wit hi n t hr e e separ a te docume nt s : 1) the Anima l Wel fa r e Act, 2) the 
Publ ic Heal t h Ser vi ce Poli cy on Hu ma ne Car e and Use of Labor at or y Ani ma l s, 
and 3) the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (t he  Guide). It is 
the pol ic y of the Uni ve rs it y that each of thes e docume nt s wil l appl y to thos e 
speci e s speci fi e d in each docume nt. Anyone conducti ng biome di c a l resea rc h 
and teac hi ng wit h a ver te bra t e speci es not cove r e d by thes e docume nt s should 
wor k cl os el y wi t h the SDSU Inst i tuti onal Ani ma l Care and Use Commi t t e e  
(IACUC) and the Atte ndi ng Vet er i na ri a n (AV) to deve l op appropri at e 
gui de l ine s for the parti c ul a r speci e s being  studi e d. 

 
ii. A gr i c ul tur al Rese ar c h and Teac hi ng: rese ar c h and teachi ng whos e goal is to 

gene r a te or communi c a te knowl e dge that will cont ri but e to the impr ove me nt of 
comme r c i a l food or fibe r produc ti on from ani ma l s. For agr i c ul t ur al rese ar c h 
and teac hi ng, the Uni ve r si ty  endor s e s the standar ds for ani ma l car e and use 
cont ai ned wit hi n the Guide for the Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in 
Agricultural Research and Teaching (Ag Guide), prepar e d by the Feder at i on of 
Ani ma l Sci e nc e Socie ti e s.  

 
iii.  Fi e ld Resea rc h and Teachi ng: resea r c h and teac hing whos e goal is to gene ra t e 

or communi c a t e knowl e dge that wil l contr i bute to our unde rs t andi ng of ani ma l s 
li vi ng in the wil d. This categor y is limi t e d to ani ma l s that wil l be coll e ct e d from 
or mani pula t ed in the field, or whos e beha vi or in the fiel d wil l be subst a nt i all y 
modi f i e d. If wil d ani ma l s are  capt ur e d and brought into the labor at or y for 
study, all use conduct e d in the labora t or y wil l be subj ect to the standar ds for 
biome di c al resea r c h and teac hi ng out
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f. T he Inst i t ut i ona l Offi ci al (IO), a repre s e nt at i ve of senior admi ni st ra ti on wi t h the 
aut hor it y to all oc at e the nece s s ar y resour ce s, bears ult ima t e respons ibil it y for the 
Uni ve r s it y’ s ani ma l car e and use progr a m (Progr a m). Oversi ght for the Progr a m is 
vest e d in the AV, the IACU C, and support i ng per s onnel. In keepi ng wit h fede r al 
regul a ti ons, the IACUC shal l consi s t of no fewe r than five (5) indi vi dual s, incl uding the 
Chai r, AV, one indi vi dua l whos e int er e st s are pri ma r i ly non - s c i e nti fi c, and one 
indi vi dua l not aff il i at e d wi th the Uni ve r si t y and who is not a labor at or y ani ma l user.  

 
i. T he IO wil l desi gna t e a Chai r from the Uni ve r si t y me mbe r s. The Chai r shall 

ser ve as champi on and spoke s pe r s on for ani ma l care and use and the IACUC. 
The Chair shall conve ne and pres i de over meet i ngs, make init i al det er mi na ti ons 
to decl ar e propos al s as exem pt from the poli c y, arrange for desi gna t ed me mbe r 
revi e w (DMR) of prot ocol s as out li ne d in the  Guide, and over s e e all wri tt e n 
communi c a t ion bet we e n the IAC UC and the Pri nc i pa l In ve s t i ga t or (PI). A vice - 
chair shall be assi gne d by commi t t e e cons e ns us on an as- ne e de d  basi s.  

 
ii. 
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11. Pr ovi de vet er i na r y consult ing on ani ma l s bei ng used in a rese ar c h or 
teachi ng proj ec t. 

 
iii.  A n Admi ni s t ra ti ve Assi st a nt to the IACUC shal l schedul e meet ings, take 

minut e s in conf or mi t y wit h Robe rt ’ s Rul es of Order, and assi st in prepa ri ng 
repor t s and mai nta i ni ng recor ds. These recor ds shall incl ude a cur re nt rost er of 
all commi t t ee me mbe r s, files of all proj e c ts, and records of all cor r es ponde nce 
bet we en the PI and the commi t t e e. Files shall be dest r oye d thr ee (3) year s aft er 
the close or compl e ti on of the proj e ct.  

 
iv.  T he Resea r ch Int e gr i t y and Compl i a nc e Off ic e r (RICO) shal l ser ve as a liai son 

bet we en the IACUC and the IO and wil l coor di nat e IA CUC act i vi ti es wit h 
other compl i anc e requi re me nt s and commi t t e es. In cons ult at i on with the Chai r 
and AV, the RICO wil l ensur e that all membe r s of the IACUC are 
appr opr ia te l y trai ne d, file annua l updat e s and other repor t s to the USDA and 
PHS, maint a i n regi st r at ion wi t h these agenci e s, moni tor fede ra l and stat e 
regul a ti ons, and sugge s t revi s e d poli ci e s and proc edures to rema i n in 
compl i a nc e with thos e regul a ti ons.  

 
v. IACUC me mbe r candi da t es ma y be nomi na t e d by the Dean from each of the 

coll e ge s that use vert e br a te ani ma l s for rese a rc h or teachi ng, and/or by current 
member s. Membe r s wil l be appoint ed by the IO aft er cons ult at i on wit h the AV, 
the Chai r, and othe rs.  

 
vi.  No mor e than thr e e (3) membe r s shal l be from the same ad mi ni s t ra ti ve uni t at 

the depa rt me nt a l leve l of the Uni ve rs it y. Commi t t e e compos i ti on shal l be 
str uc t ur e d to ref l ec t the type s of rese ar c h gener a ll y conduc t ed at the Uni ve rs it y.  

 
vii.  C ommi t t e e me mbe r s shall be appoi nt e d to thr ee (3) year ter ms. Commi t t e e 

me mbe r ter ms will b e stagge r e d in order that cont i nui t y can be mai nt ai ne d. 
Commi t t e e me mbe r s may b e reappoi nte d to addi ti onal ter ms, as needed, and if 
wil li ng to conti nue ser vi c e.  

 
viii.  T he commi t t ee, through the Chai r or the AV, may seek the advi c e of expe rt s in 

other disci pli nes to assi st in the revi e w of prot ocol s on an ad hoc basi s, as 
nece ss ar y. These indi vi dua ls shal l not have vot i ng pri vil e ge s.  

 
g. T h e IAC UC shal l meet as nece ss a r y to conduc t busine ss, gener al l y once per mont h. 

Minut es of the previ ous meet ing and mat e r ia ls for  revi e w will be made avail a bl e to 
each membe r pri or to the meeti ng. A quor um, which shal l consi st of a simpl e maj or it y 
(over hal f of the vot ing me mbe r s on the commi t t ee) will be requi re d to conduc t 
busi ne s s.  Membe r s may part i ci pat e via vide o or tel ec onf e re nci ng. Other IACUC 
respons ibil it ie s are to:  

 
i. 
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iii.  Ins pe c t at leas t once ever y six (6) mont hs all of the Uni ve r s it y's ani ma l 
faci li ti e s and sur gi c al site s,  using the  Guide a s a basi s for  
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k. Re s e ar c h invol vi ng ani ma l car e that is not exempt from thi s poli c y and is not eli gi ble 
for DMR will be revi e we d at a conve ne d IACUC meet i ng. At a mini mu m, both DMR 
and FCR will ensure that :  

 
i. T he  proc e dur e s with ani ma l s avoi d or mini mi ze disc omf or t, distr e s s, and pain 

to ani ma l s and are cons i st ent wit h sound resea r ch  design; 
 

ii. If proc e dure s caus e mor e than mo me nt a r y or sli ght pain or dist r es s to the 
ani ma l s, the proce dure s will be perf or me d wit h appr opr i at e sedat ion, anal ge si a, 
or anes the si a; or a wri tt e n sci e nt if ic j usti fi c ati on for not incl udi ng thes e items 
wi l l be  provi de d in the propos a l ; 

 
iii.  If proc e dure s invol vi ng unr e l ie ve d seve r e or chr oni c pai n must be used, the 

ani ma l will be pai nle s sl y eut ha ni ze d at the end of the proc e dur e or, if 
appr opr ia te, duri ng the proce dur e. 

 
iv.  L i vi ng condi ti ons of the anima l s are appr opri a te for thei r speci e s and contr i but e 

to their healt h and comf or t.  
 

v. Fe e d i ng and nonme di c al car e are dire c te d by an ani ma l husba ndr y prof e s sor 
and/or veterinarian exper i enc e d in the proper car e, handl i ng, and use of the 
speci e s being mai nt ai ne d or  studi ed. 

 
vi.  M e dic al car e for the ani ma ls is avai l able and provi de d as nece s sa r y by a 

quali fi e d vete ri nar y techni ci a n or
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q. Pr oj ec ts wil l be appr ove d for up to thr ee (3) years. Annua ll y, PIs shal l be requir ed to 
submi t a conti nuing revi e w and upda t e that provi de s infor ma t i on on the stat us of the 
proj e c t (incl uding inf or ma t ion such as per ce nt compl e te, not yet start e d, ongoi ng, 
tempor a ri l y stoppe d) and cer ti f yi ng that no change s have been made. Proj ec t extens i ons 
beyond thre e (3) year s are all owe d aft er  prot oc ols under go a de novo revi e w using FCR 
or DMR  proc edur es, as appr opri at e. The commi t t e e may revi e w acti vi t ie s mor e 
freque nt l y, as they dete r mi ne nece s sa r y,  and conduct, or dir ec t other s to conduct, 
random audit s of any appr ove d proj ec t or labor a tor y faci li ti es.  

 
r. D ur i ng the proc e ss of ini ti al or conti nui ng revi e w of an acti vi t y, mater i al provi de d to 

the IACUC shal l be consi de r e d pri vi l e ge d inf or ma t i on and the commi t t e e shall assur e 
the confi de nt ia li t y of the dat a cont ai ned ther ei n.  

 
s. T he PI is responsi ble for ful l compl i a nce wit h the feder a l regul at ions, the  Guide, and 

this poli c y. With rega r d to ani ma l car e and use, the se responsi bi li ti e s  include: 
 

i. Submi t t i ng compl e te d Animal Use Proposals f or approva l ;  
 

ii. E ns uri ng that all part i ci pating per s onnel have compl e te d the appr opr i at e 
trai ni ng in the car e and use of ani ma l s ;  

 
iii.  O ve r s e e i ng  all car e to ensure that ani ma l s are bei ng trea t e d huma ne l y;  

 
iv.  Fol l owi ng appr ove d rese a rch prot oc ol s and recei vi ng IACUC appr ova l for any 

change s pri or to impl e me nt i ng the  change s;  
 

v. Imme di a t el y fili ng a report of any unant ic i pa t ed probl ems or ant ic i pa te d, but 
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